p 

; s 


Time Three hours 


010 OUS PAPER 
NOT FOR sale 

1 ~ r ' P 

ENGLISH COMPOSmm — — 


TR/CSPSfQ-2/15 


Full Marks - IOO 


1 . 


The figures in the margin indicate full marks for the questions 
are required to give their answers in their own words as far as practicable. 

Read any one of the following passages and answer the questions given below : 30 

Gandh, once said "There comes a time when an individual become irrestible and his 
action becomes all-pervasive in its effect. This comes when he reduces himself to zero." 

andhis words may appear awkward for leaders whose basis of power is centred on title 
designation, qualifications, perks, paycheques and a grand self-image. Yet when we 
examine Gandhi's statement with objectivity, we realise its validity First let us 
understand what Gandhi means by the expression "reduces himself to zero." Ordinarily 
the symbol 0 (zero) gives us an impression of nothingness. 

Yet we know that zero is a powerfiil entity in the world of Mathematics. In real terms 
zero may not appear to have a tangible, material value. But we all know that it has 
positional value in the sense that it can "create" great value when placed after a number 
A zero can fundamentally alter the quantitative and qualitative value of any given 
number Zero is indeed the domain of infinite potentiality. Any number divided by zero 
bocomes infinity. A number multiplied by zero assumes the nonfinite quality of zero itself. 
We can say, the symbol 0 has a touch of the infinite in it. It implies not only emptiness 
of matter but also the fullness of a non-material presence. 


Isaac Asimov traces the history of 0 to India. According to him, 0 travelled from India 
with Arabs to Western Europe in the Middle Ages. The Arabs called that symbol "sifr". 
which means "empty". This came in the Fnglish language as "cipher 1 which means "to 
solve an arithmetical problem". From cipher we get the word decipher which means "to 
find the meaning of something which is puzzling". 

In India, where the symbol was supposed to have originated, the zero is known as 
"shunnyo" or the void. The great Indian minds were not content with using zero as a 
symbol or a concept. They wanted to understand 0 as a real experience. 

B ddha's experience of "nirvana" was nothing but the qualitative experience of zero. 
The Buddhists call it "shunnyata" This was Buddha's experience of the field of 
' U ness free of objects. In reality, an object is something that objects or hinders 
c °'^'wof consciousness. This unhindered flow of consciousness is the ultimate goal, 
die ow ° power fill metaphor for the reality of our existence. The zero is something 

U« none Of os can co m pre h e„d 
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ourselves to zero. Cosmocentrir'” 8 0t . 7 ' ero ’ we knovv w ^y Gandhi urged us to rec 
with this cosmic consciousness a^its ,ou ®™f ss our natural state. Leaders are in to 

,s ,he -* * censor r^v^u-%. ,eader - fo,iower re,a,ions 

(,) Whal is ,he con “P> of zero i„ Ma,hemal.es ? 

<b) Slate - after Asil "ov. the histor, „f zero 


(c) What was the Indian idea of the zero ? 

(d) How did Buddha interpret it ? 

(e) Why Gandhi says reducing "himself to zero" ,h 
(0 Rogges, a tide for the p,el 

6x5=30 

in it wh * «V favourite character 

nature, good as well as bad. I told the child r hafi P 6 amost evei > aspect of human 
of V^ura who showed grit agamsUhet^ 

to differ when everyone else chose to surrender hJ authont > and had the courage 
it is hard for us to find one true Vidura among our leadem ° f adharma Today, 

such an enlightened being and even harder for us to aim fo 1 * f ° r Us to imagine 
discouraging still is the quality of public life today the , ■ eni ^tenment. More 

presence of so much ego. anger greed i ea in * th ° W evel of discourse anti th 
—oil , felt a new ** Z 

In this my most important decision I decided to heln Mi . 

self in its children My own work and indeed J scover the nature of India's m 
background. My sc.ep.ific career. my leJs my rTarl'Trk * 

warned mscead ,o be a par. of .he e,emal imelligemre ftt' is 2“ beCa '"' ^ondarv , 
mysehand d,se„ver *, mper. h.ghe, se,f .ha, , s * u$ 

A man is said to pass through different stages in hie . <• • 

book Manifest Your Destiny, makes an interesting cJlT™ ** Wa ^ W Over , 
warrior stage, states person stage and spirit staae n 8 ° nsat, °n of them as at u. m h,s 
a similar transition and in extending this anatg! to me that nation^* Stage - 

stages big brother and self realization stages r/' hem 1 have term J " S to ° make 
sequence necessarily; they can be coexistent. The sta ge s do *7*“ ^ 

In the first, athlete stage, a nation ffesh tmm . as P e ct dominant ° ow m 


In the first, athlete stage, a nation fresh from ^ aSf>ect d °minant 
embarks on an energetic pursuit r.r*" lnde P e ndence str, 

J *P“' S ' ns " pore “« Mal. ysja "“fo-mance and ac) *!' e ' ° r ofter 
15 emem TTUs hay 


transition 
happened in 
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its achievements^'^f S !^' S St3ge it generally enters the warrior stage Proud of 

conquest. Ego is ' 0 , n . SWa ^ s ,0 demonstrate its superiority over others, perhaps through 
achievements in comnetv " 8 ,0rC6 During this sta 8 e people are busy with goals and 
generates anvi^, r - ' ° n Wltb others * and this, as Dyer points out for the individual. 

In the ^ mC,ng others of its superiority becomes the theme. 

maturi^awl^nesr^ftc! 86 ' Cg ° h8S been 13016(1 somewhat ^ with its newfound 
brother stao . ,i . ° what ls im P orta nt to other nations and societies, [n the big 

str«‘n 7 th I K A nat, ° n ,S Stin an achiever but it is not so obsessed with Droving its 
de V ‘ 7 , K 63 ‘ S 10 help others become better. The erstwhile Soviet Union by its 

Z 3 h t a h ? ,n T e COUntrieS had adopted this role As with the individual. 

e natron, the transition from the warrior stage to the big brother stage is 
a rewarding but difficult exercise. 

There is one stage even higher than this big brother stage In this, a nation recognizes 
its truest essence. It comes out of the wisdom that the earth is no single nation's 
inheritance but of all. and its people are aware of the responsibility of the individual 
towards his fellow human beings. This can be called the realization stage, and India mav 
have the potential to achieve it. 6*5=30 

(a) What is the author's opinion of present day public life and leaders ? How does he 

relate his favourite character from the Mahabharata with it ? 3+2=5 

(b) What did the author decide to discover ? What was his discovery ? 3+2=5 

(c) How is the transition of a nation analogous to human life ? What are the different 

stages ? 2+3=5 

(d) How does a nation behave in warrior stage 5 

(ef "There is one stage even higher than this big brother stage " Wha£ is th e stage ? What 


are its characteristics 

» (f) Suggest a title for the piece. 

_ f ,u f . following in 200 words : 

2. Amplify any one of the touo g 
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„) o« „ h „ lives in . «*— musl throw 

,b) God helps those who help themselves 

(e) Weety lies the heml th* »“ rs * Cr ° W " 

r iiw.wino sentences according to instruction given after each. 
Rewrite any five *<**“■££ m e„i„g : 5 * 2-10 

without making any chang 


(a) 


is 


outcry 


? M said Socrates. (Change to indirect) 


(3) 
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,n| And Jacob said that it , 

d ' recl speech) “ en0ugh : lhal h.s son Joseph was yet alive. (ChanO 

"°uld not (fee from a state of ^ d ^ 

Id) Oh what a r.n g Lhmge lnl ° snivel 2 

" a fa" m there my countmnen . rrha O 

(e) He has three daughters lie a nge ,„to assertive) 

“sing infinitive) ' mUS '»“ ,hm (Combine into a simple sentence 

(f * He ow ed his success to his father, frh. 

(8) The place where Buddh . C ° mP ' eX Sentence > 

a simple sentence) '' rema,ed has receml . v been discovered. (Change into 


5*2=10 


(h) He always tells lies. (Chance i„,« 

1 n ange into a negative sentence). 

4 ‘ Correcl ' ,f necessary, anv five of th* e >. . 

<*> He deserves the promotion. beca^l “ 

« fv- b* and _ girl W J “ ^ ^ 

«-wasd,emm,whommey,h„r aPMke '° fSWee,S 

• v bought was dead. 

Id) You must compensate this loss t 0 me 

<C| The °" ly a*'" 11 ” w as “ raise in the salary. 

(fi The air of hills ii cooler than the pfws. 

(g) Congress is not new political party. 

5- Find out the synonyms nearest 

(a) Applaud ; 6 ^onyms). 

5 *2=io 

(i) flatter 

(*0 praise 


(iii) adore 

(b) Grandeur : 

(i) magnificence 


0 v) congratulate 
admiration 

(* v ) awe 




(c) Invincible : 

'' I unseen 

( ''i) undiscovered 

(d) Malady : 

(«) ill-will 
(*•*) illness 

(©) Stimulate : 

(i) decide 
(iii) excite 


(ii) defeated 
(iv) unconquerable 

(ii) ill-feeling 
(iv) ill-luck 

(ii) suggest 
(iv) instruct 


6 . 


Find out the antonyms (from the alternatives given) 
meaningful sentences with the antonyms (not the 

(a) Gorgeous : 


to the following words and frame 
words): 5><2=10 


(i) desperate 

(iii) sumptuous 


(ii) fashionable 

(iv) plain 


(b) Lend : 

(i) hire 
(iii) borrow 

(c) Obstinate : 

(i) inflexible 
(iii) prominent 


(ii) pawn 
(iv) cheat 
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(ii) pliable 
(iv) fashionable 


(d) Paucity : 

(i) surplus 
(iii) dearth 

( e ) Synthetic : 

(j) cosmetic 

(iii) pla^'C 
2rnvcs ps(cyvis 


(ii) presence 
(iv) scarcity 

(ii) natural 
(iv) soft 

(5) [Turn over 
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7 - Write a paragraph on any one of th P f m 

r „, n __ y e of the following within 200 words : 

fa) Condition of tonri«m 

tourism in your state. 

(c) y"**!!* SOC ' al me “ UreS fOT P reven *'°n of crime agains. women. 
YoUr ld “ <* good governance 
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